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It was a useful introduction to the complexities of modern
Indian politics. They are in a state of flux. No one, not
even leading politicians themselves, have more than the
shadowiest notion of what may happen next. Trade unions
have developed in the most astonishing fashion in the past
year or two. It is true that they are still representative of
only a tiny fraction of the total population and a relatively
small section of employed labour. But the members of the
unions are commonly men in key industries, and Communists
have worked themselves into the top jobs in many unions.
That gives the Red leaders an importance out of all pro-
portion to their numbers.
The All-India Congress Party, more generally known
and invariably referred to by its members as Congress, is
creaking at every joint; and the frequency of the creaking
is astonishing friends and foes alike. While it occupied
the role of opposition and could settle down joyfully to
the task of destroying the existing British regime, there was
a wonderful solidarity about the party. That has vanished.
Left, centre, and right blocs are taking faint shape through-
out the party as a whole ; and in provincial branches the
split often develops on purely personal lines as the leading
personalities jostle and plot for pride of place.
One of these days when the froth has subsided a bit, it
may be practicable to have a look into the wash-boiler to
find out what is left. Right now it is about as easy as picking
winners at the races. So far, there is only one party that
matters, but there are many minor factions which may cause
trouble ; and signs of the emergence of a Labour or Socialist
party are not wanting. If such an organisation does come
into existence, it will probably draw away at least one-
third of the support of Congress which will correspondingly
move off to the right.
Oddly enough, the one development that nobody in India
now regards ^as likely unless things go very far wrong is the
emergence of a Communist India. Yet in the old days, it